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SEC. 1306. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN ACTIONS
FOR FAILURE TO INCUR FINANCE
CHARGES.

(a) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN ACTIONS FOR
FAILURE To INCUR FINANCE CHARGES.—Sec-
tion 127 of the Truth in Lending Act (15
U.S.C. 1637) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(h) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN ACTIONS FOR
FAILURE TO INCUR FINANCE CHARGES.—A
creditor of an account under an open end
consumer credit plan may not terminate an
account prior to its expiration date solely
because the consumer has not incurred fi-
nance charges on the account. Nothing in
this subsection shall prohibit a creditor from
terminating an account for inactivity in 3 or
more consecutive months.”.

(b) REGULATORY IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall promul-
gate regulations implementing the require-
ments of section 127(h) of the Truth in Lend-
ing Act, as added by this section.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) and regulations
issued under paragraph (1) of this subsection
shall not take effect until the later of—

(A) 12 months after the date of enactment
of this Act; or

(B) 12 months after the date of publication
of such final regulations by the Board.

SEC. 1307. DUAL USE DEBIT CARD.

(a) REPORT.—The Board may conduct a
study of, and present to Congress a report
containing its analysis of, consumer protec-
tions under existing law to limit the liability
of consumers for unauthorized use of a debit
card or similar access device. Such report, if
submitted, shall include recommendations
for legislative initiatives, if any, of the
Board, based on its findings.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In preparing a report
under subsection (a), the Board may in-
clude—

(1) the extent to which section 909 of the
Electronic Fund Transfer Act (156 U.S.C.
1693g), as in effect at the time of the report,
and the implementing regulations promul-
gated by the Board to carry out that section
provide adequate unauthorized use liability
protection for consumers;

(2) the extent to which any voluntary in-
dustry rules have enhanced or may enhance
the level of protection afforded consumers in
connection with such unauthorized use li-
ability; and

(3) whether amendments to the Electronic
Fund Transfer Act (15 U.S.C. 1693 et seq.), or
revisions to regulations promulgated by the
Board to carry out that Act, are necessary to
further address adequate protection for con-
sumers concerning unauthorized use liabil-
ity.

SEC. 1308. STUDY OF BANKRUPTCY IMPACT OF
CREDIT EXTENDED TO DEPENDENT
STUDENTS.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall conduct a
study regarding the impact that the exten-
sion of credit described in paragraph (2) has
on the rate of bankruptcy cases filed under
title 11, United States Code.

(2) EXTENSION OF CREDIT.—The extension of
credit described in this paragraph is the ex-
tension of credit to individuals who are—

(A) claimed as dependents for purposes of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; and

(B) enrolled within 1 year of successfully
completing all required secondary education
requirements and on a full-time basis, in
postsecondary educational institutions.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Board
shall submit to the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report summarizing the
results of the study conducted under sub-
section (a).
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SEC. 1309. CLARIFICATION OF CLEAR AND CON-
SPICUOUS.

(a) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 6 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Board, in consultation with the other Fed-
eral banking agencies (as defined in section
3 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act), the
National Credit Union Administration
Board, and the Federal Trade Commission,
shall promulgate regulations to provide
guidance regarding the meaning of the term
‘‘clear and conspicuous’’, as used in subpara-
graphs (A), (B), and (C) of section 127(b)(11)
and clauses (ii) and (iii) of section
127(c)(6)(A) of the Truth in Lending Act.

(b) EXAMPLES.—Regulations promulgated
under subsection (a) shall include examples
of clear and conspicuous model disclosures
for the purposes of disclosures required by
the provisions of the Truth in Lending Act
referred to in subsection (a).

(c) STANDARDS.—In promulgating regula-
tions under this section, the Board shall en-
sure that the clear and conspicuous standard
required for disclosures made under the pro-
visions of the Truth in Lending Act referred
to in subsection (a) can be implemented in a
manner which results in disclosures which
are reasonably understandable and designed
to call attention to the nature and signifi-
cance of the information in the notice.

SEC. 1310. ENFORCEMENT OF CERTAIN FOREIGN
JUDGMENTS BARRED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law or contract, a court
within the United States shall not recognize
or enforce any judgment rendered in a for-
eign court if, by clear and convincing evi-
dence, the court in which recognition or en-
forcement of the judgment is sought deter-
mines that the judgment gives effect to any
purported right or interest derived, directly
or indirectly, from any fraudulent misrepre-
sentation or fraudulent omission that oc-
curred in the United States during the period
beginning on January 1, 1975, and ending on
December 31, 1993.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not
prevent recognition or enforcement of a
judgment rendered in a foreign court if the
foreign tribunal rendering judgment giving
effect to the right or interest concerned de-
termines that no fraudulent misrepresenta-
tion or fraudulent omission described in sub-
section (a) occurred.

TITLE XIV—GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE;

APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS
SEC. 1401. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION OF
AMENDMENTS.

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Except as otherwise
provided in this Act, this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act shall take effect 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—Except
as otherwise provided in this Act, the
amendments made by this Act shall not
apply with respect to cases commenced
under title 11, United States Code, before the
effective date of this Act.

———

READING OF WASHINGTON’S
FAREWELL ADDRESS

Mr. SESSIONS. Notwithstanding the
resolution of the Senate of January 24,
1901, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate convene at 12 noon Monday,
February 26, 2001; that immediately
following the prayer, the disposition of
the Journal, and the Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag, the traditional
reading of Washington’s Farewell Ad-
dress take place, and that the Chair be
authorized to appoint a Senator to per-
form this task.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—S. 21

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that S. 21 be dis-
charged from the Committee on Fi-
nance and be referred to the Commit-
tees on the Budget and Governmental
Affairs per the order of August 4, 1977.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to the order of the Senate of
January 24, 1901, as modified by the
order of January 30, 2001, appoints the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. ALLEN) to
read Washington’s Farewell Address on
February 26, 2001.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d-
276g, as amended, appoints the Senator
from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) as Co-
Chair of the Senate Delegation to the
Canada-U.S. Interparliamentary Group
conference during the 107th Congress.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h—
276Kk, as amended, appoints the Senator
from Connecticut (Mr. DopD) as Co-
Chairman of the Senate Delegation to
the Mexico-U.S. Interparliamentary
Group conference during the 107th Con-
gress.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, in accordance with 22 U.S.C.
1928a-1928d, as amended, appoints the
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) as
Co-Chairman of the Senate Delegation
to the North Atlantic Assembly during
the 107th Congress.

———

CONGRATULATING THE  BALTI-
MORE RAVENS FOR WINNING
SUPER BOWL XXXV

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. Res. 15,
submitted earlier today by Senators
SARBANES and MIKULSKI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 15) congratulating the
Baltimore Ravens for winning Super Bowl
XXXV.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. MIKULSKI. I stand to honor the
Baltimore Ravens who soared over the
Super Bowl winning 34-7.

I also want to honor the city of Balti-
more. Baltimore has often been over-
looked and under valued.

Baltimore is the comeback city: the
crime rate is dropping; test scores are
rising; we are building a digital harbor;
and now we are the Super Bowl champs
for the first time since 1971.
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